
Of the thirteen specimens of I. sigillatum and I. hirsutu?n 

examined there were no intergrading forms in regard to species 

characteristics. Although they both occur scattered over the same 

broad locality, the Perth Coastal Plain, it is possible that they 

have some habitat preference, permitting their co-existence in the 

same broad region. Both the coastal plain forms are very distinct, 

even in gross appearance, from the eastern species and it is sug¬ 

gested that the Darling Range has provided the geographical 

barrier necessary for speciation. It is now the species boundary 

as no specimens have been collected in the hills from which area 

the author has many times collected Mygalomorphs. 

Holotypes have been placed in the W.A. Museum, paratypes 

forwarded to the Australian Museum, Sydney. 

The author is indebted to the Curator of the W.A. Museum, 

Mr. L. Glauert, for the opportunity of examining the specimens 

in the Museum collection. 
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NOTES ON TWO WELL-KNOWN AUSTRALIAN ANT 

SPECIES 

By WILLIAM L. BROWN, Jr., Museum of Comparative Zoology, 

Harvard University. 

The two ant species discussed below belong to the subfamily 

Ponerinae. Both are common in the vicinity of Perth, and Euponera 

rufonigra is here demonstrated to range far east into Victoria. 

Rhytidoponera douglasi nomen novum 

pro Rhytidoponera punctata var. levior Crawley, 1925, Ann. 

Mag. Nat. Hist., (9) 16: 581, worker. 

nec Rhytidoponera mayri r. glabrius var. laevior Stitz, 1911, 
Sitzb. Ges. Naturf. Freunde, Berlin, pp. 353-353, figs. 1, 2, 

worker. 

In his Rhytidoponera revision of 1936 (Mem. Nat. Mus., Mel¬ 

bourne, no. 9, pp. 14-89, pis. 3-6), Clark treats Crawley’s variety 

levior as a good species and neglects the earlier name set forth 

by Stitz. R. douglasi is a characteristic form, and Mr. Athol Doug¬ 

las, entomologist at the Western Australian Museum, for whom the 

new name is given, informs me that it occurs not only on Rottnest 
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Island, the type locality, but also on the adjacent mainland. Stitz’ 

name laevior applied to three specimens, of which the one from 

Hunter River, New South Wales may be designated lectotype. This 

specimen may well belong to the original series from which Fred 

Smith described R. aciciilata, an assumption supported rather well 

by the agreement of certain details of Stitz’ description and Clark’s 

subsequent redescription of R. aciciilata. Types should be examined 

before formal synonymy is suggested, however, since none of the 

descriptions mentioned are satisfactory. 

Euponera (Brachyponera) rufonigra Clark 

Euponera (Brachyponera) rufonigra Clark, 1934, Mem. Nat 
Mus., Melbourne, no. 8, pp. 30-31, pi. II, figs. 12, 13* 
worker, female. 

Euponera (Trachymesopus) clarki Wheeler, 1934, Jour. R. Soc 
W. Australia, 20: 140-141, worker, female. NEW SYNO 
NYMY. 

These two names were applied in part to what seems to be 

the same nest series, collected by Clark at Armadale, Western 

Australia. Examination of the types shows clearly that they are 

synonymous, though this synonymy might not be guessed from the 

original descriptions, both of which are in error in numerous 

minor ways. Wheeler’s description was stated to have been pub¬ 

lished on the “5th October, 1934,” while the National Museum 

Memoir No. 8 bears the cover inscription “Issued September 

1934.” I have not been able to confirm the latter date, so the 

seniority of synonymy must remain in some doubt. It is to be 

regretted that mailing dates of this publication are not more 

precisely recorded. 

This species is easily recognized and common in South-western 

Australia, despite the two original descriptions. Outside Western 

Australia, Clark has reported it from the Sir Joseph Banks Islands 

South Australia. I have taken it at the following localities, among 

others: Merivale Downs, east of Esperance, Western Australia 

sandplain heath and borders of yate (Eucalyptus cornuta), swamps! 

under logs and Xantliorrhoea stumps. Ravine des Casoars, Kanga¬ 

roo Island, Xanthorrhoea stumps in sand, mallee heath; Kuitpo 

Forest, Lofty Ranges, under logs in Eucalyptus leucoxylon-domin¬ 

ated woodland; Wilpena Pound, entrance gorge, heavy red gum 

(Eucalyptus camaldulensis) woodland, under stones, the three 

foregoing localities in South Australia. In Victoria, I have col¬ 

lected this ant at Mirranatwa Gap, Grampians Ranges, under 

rock slabs in dense scrub of Grampians snow gum (Eucalyptus 

alpina) and at Djerriwarrh Creek, near Melton, in bull mallee 

scrub (Eucalyptus behriana) under stones. The ecological notes 

will serve to underline the breadth of the range and habitat 

tolerance shown by this species. 

The generic and subgeneric placement is strictly provisional, 

as revision of the genus Euponera will see considerable changes 

in the assignment of species and groups from all over the world. 

138 


